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Noetix Generator for Oracle Business 
Intelligence User Addendum 

Noetix Generator 22.4 for Oracle Business Intelligence 

This document was released on November 2022. Please go to Article No. 000008051 
(INFO: Documentation for Noetix Generator for Oracle Business Intelligence) on the 
Knowledge area of the Magnitude Software Support Community; an updated version of 
this document might be available. 

Copyright © 2008–2022 Magnitude Software, Inc. All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from Magnitude Software, Inc. 

The information in this document is subject to change without notice. Magnitude 
Software, Inc. strives to keep this information accurate but does not warrant that this 
document is error-free. 

Any Magnitude Software product described herein is licensed exclusively subject to the 
conditions set forth in your Magnitude Software license agreement. 

Magnitude Software, Noetix, NoetixViews, Noetix QueryServer, Noetix WebQuery, and 
the Noetix logo are registered trademarks of Magnitude Software, Inc. The Magnitude 
logo and other “Noetix” marks are trademarks of Magnitude Software, Inc. 

All other company and product names mentioned herein are used for identification 
purposes only and may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective 
owners. 

The Noetix Generator for Oracle Business Intelligence uses the third-party software listed 
in the following table. The third-party software is distributed under the applicable license. 
Requests for the third-party software should be directed to Product Support. 

Third-party software Copyright information 

Apache log4net 
Apache License 

https://logging.apache.org/log4net/license.html 

Castle.Core 
Apache License 

http://www.castleproject.org/ 

Json.Net 
MIT License 

https://github.com/JamesNK/Newtonsoft.Json/blob/master/LICENSE.md 

Open Icon Library 

Creative Commons CC BY, Creative Commons CC BY-SA, and GNU 
Lesser General Public License 

http://sourceforge.net/projects/openiconlibrary/ 

TreeViewAdv for 
.NET 

BSD License 

http://sourceforge.net/projects/treeviewadv/ 

 

https://magnitudesoftware.force.com/support/articles/Answer/INFO-Documentation-for-Noetix-Generator-for-Oracle-Business-Intelligence-1767
https://insightsoftware.com/support/product-support/
https://logging.apache.org/log4net/license.html
http://www.castleproject.org/
https://github.com/JamesNK/Newtonsoft.Json/blob/master/LICENSE.md
http://sourceforge.net/projects/openiconlibrary/
http://sourceforge.net/projects/treeviewadv/
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About This Guide 
The Noetix Generator for Oracle Business Intelligence User Addendum provides 
information about using the Noetix views that are generated into the Oracle Business 
Intelligence repository and Presentation Catalog by the Noetix Generator for Oracle 
Business Intelligence. 

This guide assumes that readers have a basic knowledge of Oracle Business Intelligence 
software. It should be distributed to all users interacting with the Noetix views from within 
Oracle Business Intelligence. 

We welcome your input on the quality, accuracy, and usefulness of this document. 
Please send your comments and suggestions to Product Support. 

Generated Report and Dashboard 
Templates 

Using Generated Report Templates 
The reports generated into Oracle BI Answers are meant to be templates to start from 
when seeking the answer to a business question. Some may answer the business 
question right out of the box, but most will have to be copied and modified to match your 
company’s specific reporting requirements. 

If a report template does not meet the business need out of the box, a copy should be 
saved to the My Folders area or a folder outside of the Top Level Name folder under 
Shared Folders. Once copied, it can then be modified to meet the business need. 

NOTE: The generated report templates should never be modified directly in Oracle BI 
Answers. Any changes made to the templates will be overridden during the next 
regeneration. NoetixAnswers is meant to be either run as generated, or used as a 
starting point to make a new report.  

Prompts in Generated Report Templates 
The report templates generated into Oracle BI Answers are meant to be used in 
conjunction with the dashboard templates generated into Oracle BI Dashboards. Many of 
the report templates contain filters that use Oracle BI’s is prompted operator, which 
offload the specification of a filter value to a global prompt. 

Those global prompts are included in the dashboard page associated with the report 
template and will supply the values necessary to ensure that the report template is 
filtered appropriately. 

https://insightsoftware.com/support/product-support/


Noetix Generator for Oracle Business Intelligence User Addendum 5 
 

If you want to use the generated report templates outside of the generated dashboard 
templates, then you must modify the is prompted filters to use a different operator and 
then specify a filter value, or remove the filters and create prompts in Oracle BI Answers 
instead. 

WARNING: The report templates that contain is prompted filters should never be 
executed directly in Oracle BI Answers. Doing so may take up more resources on the 
Business Intelligence or database server than is desired and may produce a long running 
query. Many of the underlying Noetix views must have filters applied in order to be 
queried successfully. 

Using Generated Dashboard Templates 
The dashboards generated into Oracle BI Dashboards are meant to be templates to start 
from instead of fully finished dashboards. Some may meet your company’s needs out of 
the box, but many may need to be copied and customized to provide all of the information 
required.  

If a dashboard template does not meet the business need out of the box, a copy should 
be saved to the My Dashboard area or a folder outside of the Top Level Name folder 
under Shared Folders. If the underlying report template in Oracle BI Answers needs to be 
modified as well, a copy of the report should be created as well. Once copies of the 
dashboard and underlying report template have been made, they can be modified to 
meet the business need. 

NOTE: The dashboard templates should never be modified directly in Oracle BI 
Dashboards. Any changes made to the templates will be overwritten during the next 
regeneration. NoetixAnswers is meant to be either run as generated, or used as a 
starting point to make a new dashboard. 

Writing Multi-view Reports and the 
JOIN ASSIST Column 

When creating a report from two or more Noetix views or Noetix Analytics Operational 
Data Store tables, the special JOIN ASSIST column must be included to ensure that OBI 
properly processes the request. This column (based on SYS.DUAL.DUMMY) assures 
that OBI will construct the proper joins between the views or tables, thus ensuring the 
returned results are correct. 

This column typically only needs to be used in reports that meet both of the following 
criteria: 

• The report uses 2 or more Noetix views or Noetix Analytics Operational Data 
Store tables. 

• The report does not include a measure column. Measure columns have a suffix 
like “_SUM” or “_COUNT”. 
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Each report should include only one JOIN ASSIST column. Reports with three or more 
views should choose the JOIN ASSIST column from the central view in the report. 

This column should be included in reports as an “is equal to” filter with value set to “X” to 
match the value of the SYS.DUAL.DUMMY column: 

 

This hides the column from report users and ensures that the “Limited Values” prompt list 
of values option will work as expected.  

NOTE: If you fail to include the JOIN ASSIST column in reports that meet the above 
criteria, you may receive incorrect results. On the other hand, including the JOIN ASSIST 
column in reports that do not meet these criteria will not affect the accuracy of the results. 

Reports against 1 view 
There are certain instances when it will be necessary to include the JOIN ASSIST column 
in reports that utilize just one view. This column should be included when key flexfield 
columns from the selected view are included in the report.  

Reports with 2 views 
When joining only two Noetix views together, you can choose the JOIN ASSIST column 
from either view. 

Reports with 3 or more views 
When writing a report with 3 or more views, you must choose at least one view that can 
join to all the other views in your report. You should choose the JOIN ASSIST column 
from this view. 

Below are examples from the NoetixViews for Oracle Purchasing and Assets modules to 
help you identify the center view of a report from the Z$ columns. In each example, it is 
assumed that we have already identified our reporting requirements and that the report 
requires columns from all views in the example. For the sake of brevity, only the Z$ 
columns between the views in the example are shown. 
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Example 1 
• PO_Buyers 

o Z$PO_Buyers 

• PO_Vendors 

o Z$PO_Vendors 

• PO_Purchase_Orders 

o Z$PO_Buyers 

o Z$PO_Purchase_Orders 

o Z$PO_Vendors 

From the Z$ columns, we can see that PO_Purchase_Orders has a join to both 
PO_Buyers and PO_Vendors.  A diagram of the relationships between these views looks 
like this: 

 

Since PO_Purchase_Orders is involved with joins to both PO_Buyers and PO_Vendors, 
choose the JOIN ASSIST column from PO_Purchase_Orders. 

Example 2 
• PO_Buyers 

o Z$PO_Buyers 

• PO_Purchase_Orders 

o Z$PO_Buyers 

o Z$PO_Purchase_Orders 

• PO_Invoices 

o Z$PO_Purchase_Orders 

In this example, we see that PO_Invoices has a join to PO_Purchase_Orders and 
PO_Purchase_Orders has a join to PO_Buyers. A diagram of the relationships between 
these views looks like this: 

 

Again, since PO_Purchase_Orders is involved with joins to both PO_Buyers and 
PO_Invoices, choose the JOIN ASSIST column from PO_Purchase_Orders. 

PO_Buyers 

PO_Vendors 

PO_Purchase_Orders 

PO_Buyers PO_Purchase_Orders PO_Invoices 
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Example 3 
• FA_Assets 

o Z$FA_Assets 

• FA_Asset_Assignments 

o Z$FA_Assets 

• FA_Asset_Financials 

o Z$FA_Assets 

From the Z$ columns, we can see that FA_Asset_Assignments has a join to FA_Assets, 
as does FA_Asset_Financials. A diagram of the relationships between these views looks 
like this: 

 

Since FA_Assets is involved with joins to both FA_Asset_Assignments and 
FA_Asset_Financials, choose the JOIN ASSIST column from FA_Assets. 

 

FA_Assets 

FA_Asset_Assignments 

FA_Asset_Financials 


